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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 0 
October 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, 4 and 6-1 1 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US 6,522,354 issued to Kawamura et al., hereinafter "Kawamura". 
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Regarding claim 1, Kawamura discloses a digital camera comprising: 

display means for displaying digital image data of a photographed image (c. 4, II. 
16-18, c. 5, II. 32-41 and Figures 2 & 3, "19"), the digital image data having been 
acquired by photographing and stored as a fixed image data in a storage medium (c. 4, 
II. 19-23, 63-67, c. 5, II. 32-34, Figure 2, "21"); 

printing-specifying information setting means for setting printing specifying 
information for said digital image data, the printing specifying information being used 
during printing (c. 5, II. 42-46 and Figure 2, selection switches "35", "36" and 
confirmation switch "37" which specify transfer to printer: c. 6, II. 36-37); 

and control means for displaying said digital image data for which said printing- 
specifying information was set onto said displaying means so that said printing- 
specifying information corresponds to said digital image data (c. 6, II. 51-58 and Figure 
6, images 1 and 3 have "PC" icon, which can signify printer) and for 

displaying digital image data with no printing-specifying information onto said 
display means, such that said digital image data for which said printing-specifying 
information was set and said digital image data with no printing-specifying information 
are discriminated from each other when they are displayed at the same time on said 
displaying means (Figure 6, images 1 and 3 have print icon, images 2 and 4-6 do not). 

Claim 9 is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 1 . Therefore, claim 
9 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . Note that 
claim 9 does not include the limitation to display "at the same time" required by claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 6, 7, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kawamura in view of US Pub. No. 2004/0201764 filed by Honda 
et al., hereinafter "Honda". 

Regarding claim 2, Kawamura discloses a digital camera comprising a display 
that displays print information as required by claim 1 (refer to the rejection of claim 1 ). 
However, Kawamura does not disclose that said printing-specifying information being 
used during printing includes a number of print sheets, specification of an index image, 
printing size, surface treatment, presence of a white frame, trimming and/or attribute 
data (note that this limitation will be analyzed in the alternative form). 

Honda discloses a digital camera comprising a display that displays print 
information ([0078] and Figures 4, 30A, 30C, 31 & 32A-B) wherein the printing- 
specifying information being used during printing includes a number of print sheets 
(Figures 30A, 30C, 31 & 32A-B). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the print-specifying information 
includes the number of print sheets as disclosed by Honda in the digital camera 
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disclosed by Kawamura such that a user can produce one or several hardcopies of a 
digital image. 

Regarding claim 6, Kawamura discloses a digital camera comprising a display 
that displays print information as required by claim 1 (refer to the rejection of claim 1 ). 
However, Kawamura does not disclose that said control means is means for displaying 
a total number of print sheets on said display means, when said printing-specifying 
information being used during printing includes a number of print sheets. 

Honda discloses a digital camera comprising a display that displays print 
information ([0078] and Figures 4, 30A, 30C, 31 & 32A-B) comprising a control means 
for displaying a total number of print sheets on said display means, when said printing- 
specifying information being used during printing includes a number of print sheets 
(Figures 30A, 30C & 32A-B disclose total number of print sheets per frame; Figure 31 
discloses total number of all frames). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to display the total number of print 
sheets as disclosed by Honda on the display disclosed by Kawamura such that a user is 
informed of how many images will be printed. 

Regarding claim 7, Kawamura discloses a digital camera comprising a display 
that displays print information as required by claim 1 (refer to the rejection of claim 1 ). 
However, Kawamura does not disclose that said control means is means for displaying 
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a number of print frames onto said display means, when said printing-specifying 
information being used during printing includes a number of print sheets. 

Honda discloses a digital camera comprising a display that displays print 
information ([0078] and Figures 4, 30A, 30C, 31 & 32A-B) comprising a control means 
for displaying a number of print frames onto said display means, when said printing- 
specifying information being used during printing includes a number of print sheets 
(Figures 30A, 30C & 32A-B disclose total number of print sheets per frame; Figure 31 
discloses total number of all frames). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to display the total number of print 
frame as disclosed by Honda on the display disclosed by Kawamura such that a user is 
informed which and how many images will be printed. 

Claim 10 is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 2. Therefore, 
claim 10 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

Regarding claim 11, Kawamura discloses the method to operate a digital camera 
required by claim 9 (refer to the rejection of claim 9). However, Kawamura does not 
disclose displaying a sum of digital image frames displayed. 

Honda discloses a digital camera and method of operating a digital camera 
comprising a display that displays print information ([0078] and Figures 4, 30A, 30C, 31 
& 32A-B) wherein a sum of digital image frames is displayed (Figure 31 discloses total 
number of all frames). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time of the invention to display a sum of digital image frames as disclosed 
by Honda on the display disclosed by Kawamura such that a user can view the 
selections he/she made. 

7. Claims 4/1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kawamura in view of Hanzawa (U.S. Patent No. 5,506,661). 

Regarding claim 4/1, Kawamura discloses a digital camera comprising a display 
that displays print information (refer to the rejection of claim 1 ). However, Kawamura 
does not disclose that control means is means for displaying only the printing-specifying 
data for which said printing-specifying information was set, in displaying said digital 
image data onto said display means. 

Hanzawa discloses an imaging apparatus comprising a display that displays print 
information (c. 3, II. 23-25; c. 4, II. 40-63; Fig. 2). Hanzawa further discloses that only 
the printing-specifying data is displayed on said display means (Figs. 2, 5, 6, 8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to only display print-specifying data as disclosed by Hanzawa on the display 
means disclosed by Kawamura in order to simplify the display or save power. 

Regarding claim 8, Kawamura discloses a digital camera comprising a display 
that displays print information (refer to the rejection of claim 1 ). However, Kawamura 
does not disclose that control means is means for displaying a printing price value 
corresponding to the number of print sheets onto said display means, when said 
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printing-specifying information being used during printing includes a number of print 
sheets. 

Hanzawa discloses an imaging apparatus comprising a display that displays print 
information (c. 3, II. 23-25; c. 4, II. 40-63; Fig. 2). Hanzawa further discloses that the 
display displays a printing price value corresponding to the number of print sheets onto 
said display means, when said printing-specifying information during said printing 
includes said number of print sheets (c. 4; II. 40-63; c. 6, 1. 3 - c. 7, 1. 28; Figs. 2, 5, 6, 
8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to display a printing price value corresponding to the number of print 
sheets as disclosed by Hanzawa on the display means disclosed by Kawamura in order 
to inform the customer of the printing price (which is well-known at photo kiosks and the 
like). 

8. Claims 4/2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawamura in view of Honda in further view of Hanzawa (U.S. Patent No. 
5,506,661). 

Regarding claim 4/2, Kawamura in view of Honda discloses a digital camera 
comprising a display that displays print information (refer to the rejection of claim 2). 
However, Kawamura in view of Honda does not disclose that control means is means 
for displaying only the printing-specifying data for which said printing-specifying 
information was set, in displaying said digital image data onto said display means. 
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Hanzawa discloses an imaging apparatus comprising a display that displays print 
information (c. 3, II. 23-25; c. 4, II. 40-63; Fig. 2). Hanzawa further discloses that only 
the printing-specifying data is displayed on said display means (Figs. 2, 5, 6, 8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to only display print-specifying data as disclosed by Hanzawa on the display 
means disclosed by Kawamura in view of Honda in order to simplify the display or save 
power. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RICHARD M. BEMBEN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7634. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2622 



RMB 



